World War I

I. Background Information

a. New Order for Europe

i. Germany the premier Industrial Power

b. Europe tried to maintain a Balance of Power

c. Bismarckian Diplomacy ~ Create an Imbalance of Power

i. Bismarck’s Goals

ii. German Military Revolution: Conscription

d. Cultivation of hatred

i. Intense Nationalism ~ State Superior to all
ii. Social Darwinism

II. MAIN Causes ~ Long term

a. Militarism

i. Increase in military

b. Alliances

i. Rival Alliance Systems ~ Initial

1. Triple Alliance 

2. Franco-Russian Entente

c. Industrialization

i. War is possible on a grand scale

d. Nationalism

i. Belief in superiority of their nation over others

III. Why Worry?

a. Insurance Policies against War

i. War isn’t THAT bad

ii. Most Leaders were relatives

iii. (Im)Balance of power “guarantees” peace

iv. If there is a War WE will end up on top

I. War Plans

a. German Plan: Schlieffen Plan ~ France First then Russia

b. French Plan: Act of Good faith by attacking Germany ASAP

II. Balkan Powder Keg

a. Balkans: Area in South Eastern Europe

b. Mix of ethnic groups, religions and cultures

c. Great Powers strive for dominance in the region, leads to conflicting interests

d. Russia, Italy and Austria-Hungary are all competing for hegemony

III. The Spark

a. Austro-Hungary’s Franz Ferdinand visits Sarajevo

i. Sarajevo Serb dominated City

b. Gavrilo Princip a member of the “Black Hand” assassinates Franz Ferdinand and wife Sofia

c. Austro-Hungary blames Serbia 

IV. Death Spiral

a. Austro-Hungary delivers Ultimátum to Serbia with German Support

b. Serbia declines, Austria-Hungary declares war

c. With System of Alliances the whole continent goes to war

V. Early Stages

a. Serbs defeat the Austro-Hungarians

b. Germans mobilize the fastest and attack France

c. Germans go through Belgium to attack France

d. French and British barely repel the attack

e. Both sides dig in for defensive positions, Stalemate ensues

I. Events of the War

a. Belgian Atrocities

i. Germans and Belgians commit atrocities against one another

ii. Used as Rallying cry for Allies

b. Battle of the Marne ~ Stops Germans initial advance into France

c. Battle of Verdun ~ Germans attack culturally significant French city, Verdun

i. Germans do not want to win, they want to ‘Bleed the French white’

1. Attrition ~ slow destruction over a long period of time

d. Battle of the Somme ~ Offensive launched by England to ease pressure off the French at Verdun

II. Russian Revolution

a. Russia has suffered serious losses on the Eastern Front

i. Czar goes to take personal command of armies

b. Because of Czar’s absence internal turmoil grows

c. Revolutions rock Russia

i. March 1917 Democratic Government takes power

ii. October 1917 Communist government takes power

1. Czar and family are executed

iii. Russia plunges into Civil War

d. Communist government withdraws Russia from war

e. Treaty of Brest-Litovsk ends war between Russia and Central powers

III. America’s Entry to World War I

a. Woodrow Wilson: Proclaims American neutrality

b. Germany adopts policy of unrestricted submarine warfare

i. Sinks Lusitania killing several Americans

ii. Germany halts unrestricted submarine warfare

c. Germany Resumes Unrestricted Submarine Warfare in 1917

d. Zimmerman Telegram

i. Germany will support Mexican invasion of US if the US declares war on Germany

e. American entry offsets Russia’s withdrawal from the war

IV. Paris Peace Conference

a. Meeting of the victorious Allies to decide peace terms with the Central Powers.  Led by the Big 4.

i. United States ~ Wilson

ii. United Kingdom ~ David Lloyd George

iii. France ~ Georges Clemenceau

iv. Italy ~ Vittorio Orlando

b. Wilson’s Plan

i. Woodrow Wilson believes he can create a “just and lasting peace”

ii. Proposes 14 points that would maintain harmony in the world with Self-Determination the Guiding Principle.

1. Self Determination ~ Like rules over like in the form they choose

c. Treaty of Versailles

i. Harsh Peace Treaty Allies have with Germany

1. Germany Accepts full responsibility for the war

2. Has to pay massive reparations $$$

ii. League of Nations Established

d. Consequences of War and Peace

i. New Countries Created

ii. Bitterness and resentment planted in Germany

