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The story of Louis Zamperini is the subject of the new film Unbroken. See the film and write a 2 to 3½ page film review critiquing the movie. Remember a good film review is not just a summary of a movie, but a critical analysis that examines why and how a film works and whether the movie succeeds in its presentation.   
 
Overall your film review should include:
1. A short summary of the film, characters, important plot points etc.
2. Identification of themes throughout the movie and evaluation of their presentation
3. A discussion on whether or not the movie works psychologically, emotionally, intellectually, spiritually etc.
4. What your impression of the movie is. An overall evaluation of the film both as a historical piece and entertainment cinema.
How you set up your film review is up to you. Most reviews are either plot driven or theme driven. If you are stuck read reviews of other movies and adopt the writer’s style. 
The assignment is worth 60 points total: 20 homework, 20 classwork and 20 assessment. 
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	Communication 
	Engagement of the Reader


	Hooks the readers and captures attention in a way that demands to be read.
	Generates interest early on and maintains it throughout.  
	Presents in a lackluster manner, generates ambivalence in the reader.
	Fails to hook the reader and capture attention.

	
	Organization

	Includes effective introduction, developed body, and satisfying conclusion; functions as a whole with a clear flow and purpose.
	Includes introduction, body, and conclusion; essay moves forward purposefully.
	It’s hard to tell where the beginning, middle, and end are; focus wanders. 
	No clear beginning, middle, or end; lacks focus.

	
	Grammar and Mechanics



	Consistently free of errors with grammar and mechanics.
	Reasonably free of errors with grammar and mechanics.
	Lacks control of errors with grammar and mechanics.
	No control of errors with grammar and mechanics.

	Critical Thinking 
	Summary

	Provides a brief summary of film without disclosing ending, includes enough information to satisfy reader.
	Provides a summary that is either a little too long or not long enough but does not give away ending, is not quite as compelling.
	Provides a summary either much too short or much too long, may be vague or tell too much.
	Provides little or no significant summary.

	
	 Opinion/Critique

	Thesis clearly indicates opinion with consideration of essential questions and is supported throughout review.
	Thesis states opinion with some consideration of essential questions and is supported throughout most of review.
	Thesis delivers an opinion that is unclear or vague with little support throughout the review.
	Thesis is missing or lacks opinion and is not connected to support in the review.

	
	Supporting Details


	Substantial details from the movie strongly support opinion.  Quotations, scenes, and characters are specifically referenced.
	Details from the movie support opinion.  Some quotations, scenes, and characters are specifically referenced.
	Few details from the movie and little evidence support opinion.  Rare references are made to quotations, scenes, and characters.
	No details from the movie and little evidence offered to support opinion.  Fails to reference quotations, scenes, or characters.



Total Points Earned: 			


