I. Imperialism in China

a. China had long been a self-sufficient power

i. Large population could be supported with farming methods

b. Europe wanted Chinese goods and access to Chinese markets

i. Goods included

1. Porcelain

2. Silk

3. Tea

ii. Chinese demanded silver for products

c. British seeking to even out the trade imbalance imported Opium to China in order to create a demand for the product and thus pay for goods with Opium and not silver

i. China and Britain fight two wars over the illegal importation of Opium

ii. Treaty of Nanjing ends 1st Opium War

1. Gives British Hong Kong

2. Extraterritorial Rights

3. Access to more Chinese markets

d. Rebellions

i. Taiping Rebellion- led by Hong Xiuquan

1. Christian inspired rebellion that causes the deaths of millions through famine and violence

ii. Boxer Rebellion – Anti-foreigner revolt that Europeans and Americans put down

e. Open Door Policy: Proposed by John Hay Sec of State for US

i. State China should not be colonized like Africa but cut into spheres of influence instead

f. China does try to modernize in some areas (self-strengthening) under Cixi however the reforms are halfhearted and abandoned shortly thereafter

II. Beginnings of Japanese Imperialism  

a. Along with internal changes, chief among them modernization Japan’s relations with foreign nations changed as well.

b. Japan becomes an Imperialistic Power
i. Imperialism is the flipside to Nationalism

ii. Imperialism used to show Japan’s strength

c. If you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em.

III. Japanese Imperialism

a. Reasons for Expansion/Imperialism

i. Raw Materials

ii. Racism

iii. Social Darwinism

iv. Protection and security from western Powers

b. Sino-Japanese war

i. Japan and China pledged to keep Korea independent and send no military forces there.

ii. China sends troops to put down a rebellion in the Country

iii. Japan uses this as an excuse to invade Korea

iv. Japan beats China in Korea, a surprising victory, and takes control of the peninsula making it a colony.

c. Russo-Japanese War

i. Japan demands more land and a larger Sphere of Influence in China at the expense of the Russians.

ii. Russians disinclined to acquiesce to Japans request. 

iii. War!

1. Japan Launches Surprise attack that destroys Russian Pacific Fleet.

2. Russia sends its Baltic Fleet to help out in the war, it to is destroyed by the Japanese.

3. Stunning land victories give Japan a great victory.

4. American’s negotiate a treaty between the two countries with the treaty of Portsmouth.

iv. Reasons for War

1. More Natural Resources

2. To get rid of a rival power

3. To enhance its standing with the Western Powers

v. No one expected Japan to win, the western World is stunned and concerned.
IV. Imperialism in Southeast Asia

a. Europeans colonized southeast Asia looking for

i. Copper

ii. Tin

iii. Rubber

b. Britain took over Burma, Singapore

i. Singapore is a geopolitical point

c. France took over French Indochina

i. Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia

d. Thailand (Siam) maintained independence as buffer state between British Burma and French Indochina

i. Siam led by King Mongkut

e. Dutch controlled modern day Indonesia

V. US Imperialism

a. Hawaii

i. American businesses and citizens move to Hawaii to cash in on trade

1. Welcomed by Hawaiian Queen Liliuokalani

ii. Once business interests seem to be threated Americans orchestrate a rebellion and imprison queen

1. US government refuses to acknowledge government

iii. Queen Liliuokalani re-establishes her reign

1. US government steps in to protect interests

b. Spanish American war

i. Spain is accused of mistreating Cuba

1. US intervenes on behalf of the Cubans

a. USS Maine explodes in Havana Harbor

ii. US defeats Spain quickly, inherits

1. Puerto Rico

2. Philippines

3. Cuba (sort of)

4. Guam

iii. US is officially a member of the empire club
VI. Latin America and Imperialism

a. Latin American republics primary trading partners are the US and Great Britain

i. US and Great Britain have tremendous political influence

ii. Because of a reliance on a single crop, many Latin American nations become susceptible to economic imperialism

b. Mexico

i. Benito Juarez

1. Mestizo

2. Pushes for economic and political reforms (La Reforma)

ii. Diaz takes over after Juarez’s death

1. Encourages economic growth

2. Curbs political freedoms

iii. Political Reforms demanded

1. Pancho Villa and Emilano Zapata agitate for economic and political reforms

